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support the Madras Government in snch measures as might
be deemed necessary for meeting the aggravated emergency.
He stopped on his way for a short time at Poona, the head-
quarters of the Bombay Government. It was then that General
(afterwards Sir Michael) Kennedy was transferred from Bombay
to Madras for service in the relief operations of southern India.

At last as autumn was beginning, the rains returned in time
indeed to avert destruction, but not until much irreparable
damage had been done. But the rainfall was now unseasonably
heavy and protracted, the ground became excessively moist at .
the fall of the year, the chills and damps produced fever in an
epidemic form, and many thousands, who had been saved by the
Government from starvation for all those weary months, were
perishing from malignant fever. Nevertheless the crops were
gathered, though the people were often in impaired health.

In the following year (1878) the periodical rains were late
throughout western India, and were scanty or precarious in
several of the districts which had been recently distressed.
But again they came copiously in autumn, and in many places
the crops were abundant. Now, however, a new plague
appeared in the shape of rats by myriads. The mediaeval stories
of rats in the subterranean buildings of Europe, or in the
" mause-thurm" of Bishop Hatto in the Rhine, were quite
feeble in comparison with the strange reality of this vermin in
the Deccan. These creatures laid waste not only acres but
square miles of flourishing crops; they ate the grain to satiety
and ingeniously stored the rest in the holes which they burrowed*
The peasants often extracted the grain from its concealment,
and thus recovered it for human use. The efforts of Government
were immediately directed to inducing the people to combine en
masse for the extermination of the rats, which were accordingly
destroyed literally by millions. Then the periodical rains came
and drowned all the vermin that remained.

This succession of plagues, from drought, damp, malaria, and
vermin, seriously affected the health or condition of the people
in several districts of the Deccan, and inflicted blows on their
prosperity from which they can hardly recover for several years
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